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Admurals Express

The bloodines
of a great grey

.".I'_';’hl;[l'lﬁl'.l]‘i Express was probably the most visible pacer in the sport in 2005 — both by
_ vigtte of his grey (a
.f.é-.- —La-.l!ﬂiﬂ.t for many years, in 2005 Admirals Express won 17 Free-For-All and stake
f tunﬂ@ld nearly $5C0,000 while racing solely in Ontario. He also lowered his own
Ah &1.11_13_._1_:_:_”___ 5 ‘the fastest grey in history” when he circled Woodbine in 1:48.2 last sum-

mer — as a nine-year-old! These accomplishments led to O'Brien Awards as Older

most white) colour, and his on-track exploits. A fan favourite in

Pacer — and as Canada’s Horse of the Year for 2005.

Much has been wrntten about  ber of claimers topether before Admirals Express sold  for
"The Grev Gladiator” {so-dubbed in I]L"."!'-i.lili,'l toy try therr luck at the $3.700
2002 by tormer WEG announcer  vearling sales in 1997, Laurel Gust Admurals Express quahfied early
Frank Salive) and his success on the stated her preference tor o grey (Mav 30, 1998) as a rwo-vear-old,
racetrack. In this month’s column,  horse, s relatively easy request o Bl fimshing third in 2:06.1h at Jackson
we will summanze those accom given the popularity of Admirals  Raceway. He won his first two
plishments. Bur then we'll turn our  Galley {a son of Laag) among  starts and five races i total over the
attention 1o the pedipree of  Michigan breeders. Michigan Fair stake circuir. “The
Admirals Express, a bloodline that Savhie had owned two previous  Grev™ (as he was nicknamed by has
5 nearly as remarkable as the old  offspring of Platinum Card (the fil-  connecriopns) returned in 1999 1o
rrey himseld. hes Albada and Ms Clawrol) at some  tally seven more wins ar the Stare

|'I|II!1 L1l |||{'ir Ll LTS, .IIII.! :i-“.l.'-.i |:IL' I'.i.i"I. W |I'||l.' raltsmg I-li"\ |'|:"il'|||' I.|!|'|

rugged looks of the grev vearling 1o over $80,000
From Humble out of that mare. His trammer (Keith Saytie had regularly brought his
BEgIn“I“gS :I:|:,".||" ;lu:.'.! |E'.:I "-I"'l|| ||‘1|L'L| !l'l{ .\1|L'|'||;,:|'| '1|.|Ii||.' |'l.'l|"'ll."; [i Lintario
colt — and when the hammer rtrainer Mike Hales at the end of

Ed and Chervl Say e, and Gary |.|I'l'-l:‘:‘|.'.:'. the Savhies and Gusts wer their three-vear-old seasons, an

and Laurel Gust had owned a num i business, approach that had reaped benefits



with horses such as The Rengo Kid
p.41:51.4  (5359.51Y), Wouldificould
P, 15537 1h {S66,437) and others

But in the case of Admirals Express, the
OFW I Es 'l.'w.':ll,:lli '.'.'.ilx'll i:l l.l'i\lH.'Jil.'r- as []'H.'il'
charge would lower his race record six
times in the next six consecutive vears
while ar the same time earning more than
£102,000 annually, and over $250,000 in
each of his past four seasons.

Along the way, Admirals Express has
defeated many other gladiators in the
'\1-."||__|_ .'.'Lh a ::I,ELI: -l. |_'.:|_1.'|:lla\| |'|\.I ‘;l‘]\:'”.-kl.ll:l. I.-ll-'
experts, defeauing Artistic and Dragon

Again in a leg of the Toronto Pacing Series

at 77-1. In 2002, he finished a closing sec
ond to Real Desire in 1:48.3

quarter length by the future Horse of the

brear just a

Year.

Waiting for someone?
eee relax

We'll let you know when they amve
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ADMIRALS EXPRESS
LIFETIME SUMMARY

Year Mark Summary Earnings

1998 2:01.3h 14-5-3-1 $ 16,108
1989 ql:56.3 19-7-4-3 % 66,818
2000  1:53f 33-8B-6-2 % 140,054
2001 1:52.2 29-4-2-9 $ 114,450
2002 1:50.4 44-5-6-9 $ 277,990
2003 1:49.1 33-11-5-3 % 316,900
2004 1:48.4 41-10-9-3 $ 397,480
2005 1:48.2 40-17-7-5 $ 491,850
TOTAL 1:48.2 253-68-42-35 $1,821,650

The list of others cut down by the Grey
Gladiator includes - bur is far from limited
te - Galle Blue Chip, Royalflush Hanover,
Cammibest, Gaoliath Bavama, Sir Luck,
R air Earth, Hoyal hMarrjesty,
Luchyisasluckvdoes, Escape The Wind,
Whosurboy,
Timesarcachanging,
Wind,

Pacific. Not a bad card of “stricken gladia

I:{ll."l.lll.l'\..'l' {:I'-.'l.'.'i..
Holbarn Hanovwver,
Ponder and

Canyaon Caeorga

1ors .
Let's take a look at the pedigree o

Admirals Express

The Sireline - Grey
Highlights

I’'m sure that those of Vou w ho watched
Laag race will concur that he was an
.1.]'-&-.'-]|JI|.'|1.' \lu."lr'lil":-__; |"IL{'-'-|NI|'--'|.-. The con
trast of the red equipment against his light
grev coat still paimis a vivid portraic in my
mind.  Although he was sired by
Abercrombie — a bay sire of bay horses -
Laag’s dam Tinsel was grey, as was her
mother {Kathleen Grattan) and grand
mother {Alice Grattan).

Laag p,2,1:54; 3,1:51.2 ($642,995) daz
."'IL':.:- harness fans across []1|,_' continent imn
| 986-1987, winmng such stakes as the
Tanersalls, Jug Preview and eliminations of
the Prix [2'Ere and Meadowlands Pace.
Laag had a mind of his own thar often

undermined his incredible speed, as he

exibited during the final of the Prix D’Erg

when he caused an accident that ook oul
half the field. Laag had acquired a doublg
dose of ‘artitude’ — from his paterna
grandfather Silent Majority and his mothes
Tinsel, a r-.'-'.|5_-'|'|_ moody mare with a doubls
shot of Grattan blood i her lineage.

As a sire, Laag's tirst crop was a very
successful group that included the 199
YO Pacing Filly of the Year 5o Fresh
p.2,1:54.2; 3,1:52.2 ($803,794); Berry's
Creek Bilateral  p4.1:502
($1,051,876) and the good filly Ghostly
p.2.1:55; 3,1:53 (5414,600).

Admirals Galley p,2,1:54.2 ($324,259)

WM

2
was the fastest Laag colt from thar firg
offering. Like his father, Admirals Galley
was a striking grey colt — with speed-a-
plenty, As a2 rwo-year-old he won the
Garden State Stake and a MN]SS, and was
second in the Presidential elimination and

final. At three, he won the Burlington

Stake and was \l._'l.'l:ll-.l 1] l|'|-_' Maller
Memorial

Admirals Galley is a son of the Escon
mare Massachusy Lucy, thus making bim a
3x3 cross to Meadow "'-i|-\.i:.'5!|_'|' {as hoth the
sire of Escort and of Tinscl). In addition,
he carries a 454 cross to Henry T Adios {as
both the sire of Silent Majoricy and Baly
Sitter, the dam of Escort), In particular, the
Fscort connaection will |i5_',:l|l.' |"I"\.'|"III‘L"|"|'|'
a5 v ".l.'il_llLI'I OUr SCope o ‘.I'\' Px'll'.;_'\l ee al
“The Grey Gladiator' himself.

Following his three-vear-old campaign
Admiral’s Gallev was retired to Pebble
Creck Farm for the 1993 breeding season
Again following in the loosteps of his
father, Admirals Gallev sired some promis
nent performers early in his career. In pard
ncular, the 1994 foal Tulane p.4,1:49.1
(%452,343) brought attention to the firsy
crop aof the grey S0 l.I.'. |.'|.1}_-:. with his
exploits at the Meadowlands.

From his third crop in 1996, Admirald
(.;.=_|_L". P."I!Iilll"\.'l.l lJIl_' \J'.'.{l\. '1”\' ':‘glli.ffll'j
Babe p,1:54.10 ($557,184), a mulriple
Grand Circuit-winning performer thal
raced  asainst the likes of Frernal
Camnation, Galleria, French Panicure and
Odies Fame. From that third crop, he alsq

produced Admirals Express, by far hi




richest and fastest |1|'|'|1.-| et

As a sire in Michigan, Admirals Galley
has had limited oppormumty, producing
just 291 toals from his first 10 erops of rac-
Ing age (youngest: two }:-.;r-uhi- in 2005)
His staustcs are quite enviable, with 243

starters (83.5%); 130 winners i 2:00 or

faster (44.7%) and 37 in 1:35 or better
(12.7%).

""Lr||-:|||:-_1 [|‘:; maore  exaatung ol TI"II.'
Admirals Galley two-vear-olds 1n 2005

were two promising fillies. Preference

p2 0544 ($51,261) s the full sister to

Admirals and  Silveresqgue
|1,.?.1 57.2h (543,608) is the full sister
Blizzard Babe,

||'.L"‘|I,' CW 0 !I”'l. F'IL'I|||II'|'IL'r'- Were r||'-

k=% press;

[

fastest and richest of the Admirals Galley
breshimen o 2005, turtherning a 'p.'.llL'I'I"
L'.‘i.ll.il'li'.';li RINce III"i first Lfl||" |'|'|':_' ‘Il -I:L'
.'Jin.t”:il.ll"'

LS

fOp-seven  Imoney-carners by
{1.'.“: Y arc 1LI"I'-I!-\"~-. as are 12 ol

£100,000 winners — despite the fact that he
has actually sired slightly more colts than

Fillies.

Platinum in the Maternal
Pedigree

You mav recall from the December
2003 column, when we studied the blood-
lines ot ':.l'l"\-'\ll Wish (dam ot Betrors

|_:||_'||:_'_|||_ and Mo Pan litended), that the
||'||_:'|||_1|,|.,'|i|.'.1| sl ."'|__||._|_'_|'- 1R5 |'||-.l-.ll.|. 1L lhl.'
maternal lineage was cited as a primary fac-
tar in the success of Classic Wish,

In [|1|.' |-||.'I.|.i;_'|||.'i.' [ 11- .'l".l_il'l'lll'-'llx E Xpross, we
see Albatross as the sire of the second dam,
Alba Hanover, This infusion of Albatross
|"'||||.'|.‘|

responsible for virtually all of the success-

into this maternal line has been
Il l,ll_'lhlll'lll.;r-. |‘|.I'|'|I'|:'1 o '.I'-.' maternal
familv,

Albatross was :-||:'|p:'| the greatest pac-
ing broodmare sire of all tme, Time and
AP, Li.][|i;"|rx'rh by Albatross out of [
|'| |‘-||||1|Jx'|r|:__'. mares have |1|'-.u|u-.-.'-.l cham-
prons. Chy as o the case of Admirals
Express, they have provided the road 1o
SUCCESS rI'IrIIlJ:.:jI their own 'n.;--l'llj.:l'lll-'l.‘-.

Alba Hanover |'1|."f.'|_"'::'|:2..1' (%806) was a
failure as a racehorse. Bur as a broodmare
I-.|'||,' E‘I'IJL{'.I.L'I.'I.' II'H.' winners of over 51 ..:""-'1.
and daughrers who also produced top per-
[“oor fher Mansemand

lormers, InstEnce,

daughrer Sunray  Fantasy pgh2:020.4
($6,961) produced Buddvs Girl p,1:52.3
($326,434) wo the cover of Troublemaker,
and Budz Yictory |*.-l.|':"'."..Ifn53‘1-|.='5-"'1 Lit
the cover of Tavern Lobell. A Seahawk
daughter Alba
Finkels Filly p,2:04.11 ($5,830), produced
the In The Pocket colt Bundle OF Money

4, 1:52 (5260447 )

Hanover wil Hanover,

ADMIRALS EXPRESS p,1:48.2 ($1,821,650)

| Silent Majority Henry T Adios
Aossaamne Bergdorf Duane Hanover
Laag =
" A ;
Tinsal Meadow Skipper Dale Frost
1l Kathleen Grattan Task Force
Admirals Galley Meadow Skipper Dale Frost
Massachisy Escort Baby Sitter He_lnr-,n T Adios
Lucy : Overtrick Salicitar
Supple Trick
eiia Supple Yankes Adios Don
' Sk Frost
Most Happy Meadow : ipper Dale Fros !
Il i
Armbro Fella I L.a_ughmg Girl J.Ei}:u::u::l '!'lme |
Avsgie Armbro Indigo __1a| Heel l Billy Direct ifi
Rosemary Frost Adios
Platinum Card Albatiits Meadow Skipper Dale Frost
Alba Voodoo Hanover !:I-ancer Hanowver
Hanover All The Best Of All Good Time
Best Byword Tar Heal

-




Slrmlecant racehorse

Ei“_ I 1T, [he

LAY
|'l!.n.|.h|'n.i bv Alba Hanover was the top

colt Money Lender p,3,1:53.2 (3773,255)

LS son ol .-1'|-'|':I,"|| .'l'l.l.l"-'\Il. was 4 miditiple
stake winner of more than $550,000 at tw
1

1N ENrec, w-'-.l'-l C FACINE Against a crap thial

included Cameastic, Matts Scooter, Alber

Albert and many more

It 1sn't much wonder that the breeding

O Armbro Aussie tooan Albatross mare
would produce a horse of the calibre of
Lender. Over the past 20

.."1.”..-.. ViCaArs,

many al the sport’s top performers were
sired by Most Happy Fella-line stallions,
out of Albatross mares — Gallo Blue Ch Py

Western H

Mukes, Camrtasnc,

wover, Lhe Lavphime, Dexter

CGoalie Jetl, Invitro,
.\-I-il

bell are the top examples of this ‘cross’,

||--|nu||.:_||_-._ Carlsbad Cam at

Armbra Aussie P, 1:51.4

F
[

clectrified the standardbred in

1982, when he took his hfetime mark in bus

elimination of the Tanersalls Pace. Diriven

anda 1i :'|-_:_" b '_|- 1re ‘;||,|. Crarnsey |=|:_'

son of Most Happy Fella ser a world

recard with that 1:51.4 ctiart, which was
second fastest race male in the s
tory of the sport at that nme

x £ Wrmbro  Aussie

WS SITE, |'-|'-.--||'.u'.'.
n pl1:53 (%

33,178} the
I".III-\.IIII_Il LR LR
b (S419.883)

sam Francisco B
upset wanner of  the
Wilson, LV Whiskers P44
'\-ll.l"'.‘ T I'-
{5751,412). But his nchest performer was

Alba Hanover, Money

| S

and Iill.' lunes Baby od.1:51.4
the colt out of

Lender.

Alba Hanowver was bred 1o Armbr
Yussie four umes, resuling in three colt
that took sub-1:59 marks — the aformen

Money Lender; Brnghtwater
_-_|._E "'.".l _':_|I I
|,|~' I.-,'.| trom ;l'.'--.'

tioned
|'||:_-1|’._"-;| (%138.605] A 1:5%nh
{594 441). The nALInEs
was the 1988 filly named Platinum Card.

produced six toals

Platinum Card has
vy Addimira

aken sub-1:5

which have

s Galley

-

marks 10TE 15 sOmetnng

remarkable about the pedigree of these

foals = a sihling connection thar we'll high-

1Zh

We have commented numerous times i

PLATINUM CARD

the past abour the significance of sibling

crosses in the pechgree of many of our top

I'll_'!'--I!]'.\'I'-.. In |:'In.' LA | .II'.'.'.II'II-:I'

-

CCLIOn 15 a %2

Express, the

Crosss [ ||I;' 'll-!,_'l_'l_llll'.l. I DOri 'Ill..". |'1L.':'.

I.Il| Mist |':.'|!"|_"‘. Fella
On Three-quarter Siblings

You may be asking “Whar the heck 15 a

O UArTes ".'.:i'.,'-

three
0l |:|:I||

If vou look at the pedigrees
Escort and Maost Happy 1 ella, vou will sec
Meadow

(o mares thal

||:'_". Lre :u!:l sons ol

I‘“:1.I|'|':.I ||". Vo arc also ot
(both being

S0, b you

Al's Iil sisters for estchl '-'.l'x.'

daughters of Maxines Diream)
ECL Il.'.l. A L0 |.I|,' SCCOMGE ;:"'-.'I.i:il"l il' Lhe
|l:':||-_';'|'.m the mdividuals from the top
Drale

Adios-Maxines

Frost-Countess Vivian

down are
Henry 1 Dream  (for
Vivian-

Ml st

Escort) and Dale Frost-Countess

'.I'!-ll".““..'l :]'l_'.ll'l 1T

Good  Trme



Thus, three of the four individuals in
the second gencration are the same — and
thev both hail from the same maternal
grandmother — hence, they are referred 1o
as “three-quarter brothers”

MNow, let's imagine f Maxines Dream
was bred to Good Time (or Henry 7
Adios) and produced a full sister to
Laughing Girl {or Baby Sitter). It those

daughters were bred 10 Meadow Skipper,

respectively. Although they would be out
of a difterent mare - the second generation
would be the exact same individuals (hence
“in blood "),

Returmng o Admirals NPress, suffice
it to say that his pedigree cross is 3x3 1o the
three-quarter brothers Fscort and Most
Happy Fella. But probably more impor-
I.|J|'.|_~.'. he is the son of the full sister to the

.:"U‘\-[ I.'I'I.'I'fllrl'l'ln.'r C¥er '|1FI.'IE|LlL'L'l.| |'|'L .'I\I I['I|.'|H|

the resulting foals would be full-siblings-

in-blood 1o Most Happy Fella and Escort

Aussie

has produced six $1

amare named Pladnum Card that

00,000 winners by five

ESCORT - three-quarter brother to Most Happy Fella

Meadow Skipper

Dale Frost

Hal Dale

Galloway

Abbedale
Margaret Hal

Countess Vivian

Kings Counsel

Raider

Bethel
Velomite

Margaret Spangler

Baby Sitter

Henry T Adios

Billy Direct
Filly Direct — -
Calumet Edna
| Hal Dale
Adios —_ —
Adioo 'la"_ﬂ_l_t_)

Greer Hanover

Maxines Dream

Knight Dream

Nibble Hanover

| Veda Hanover

Nibble Hanover

' _Lyma Km_ght

Maxines Abbe

Abnbedale

| Maxine Direct

MOST HAPPY FELLA - three-quarter to Escort

Meadow Skipper

| Dale Frost

Countess Vivian

Abbedale
1 M aa 3
Hal Dale Margaret Hal
Raider
Galloway Taas
Bethel
Valomite

Kings Counsel

Margaret Spangler

Laughing Girl

Maxines Dream

] Billy Direct
Filly Direct i
Calumet Edna
Abbedale
Hal Dale s
_ Margaret Hal
Good Time T Volomite
On Time
MNeeda Guy

Knight Dream

Maxines Abbe

Nibble Hanover

Lydia Knight
Abbedale

Maxine Direct
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OFFSPRING FOR PLATINUM CARD

Year  Foal Sex Record
1992  Albada M 1:54.2
1994  Ms Clairol M 1:51.4
1995  Slightly Gray G 4, 1:57
1996 Admirals Express G 1:48.2
1987  One Card Short H 1:53.2
1998  Camtankerous H 1:51.3
1989 Captiva Cam M

2000 Meal Ticket H 1:52.4f
2001 Metallic H 3, 1:55.41f
2002 Carte Blanche M 3,2:06h
2003  Preference M 2,1:54.4

different sires,
Platinum Card earned a paltry $125 in

her illustrious racing carcer, But we've said

I I'II.'I'-'\' |'|l.‘1-.'lTl.'. lell.l wie "-‘-'i” AL ."r".ll'l_'-.

many sisters to top performers will pro-
duce |_'|1:1|'|1p:¢-|1\ — even if they couldn’t
beat the pr1-l.'-.':|'l1i.1| far man’ in a Two-
It’s a
And

L"-'il‘iL_'I'l[l‘.' J_‘!'ILllH‘.'L‘I.l i]l '~'|'l.'ll.il!'~.

horse  race. matter of genctic

endowment Platinum Card s

Earnings Sire Yearling Price
£ 148949  Allie Kell £4.900
$ 253967 Armbro Cadet 58,600
4 10,070 Admirals Galley 455,350
£1,821,650 Adirmals Galley $3,700
$ 121,032 Keystone M/R
£ 240,492 Cams Catch $8,700
Cams Catch $5,200
% 191,938 Admirals Galley %515,250
$ 48678 Admirals Galley 532,000
5 3,640 Admirals Galley MN/R
$ 51,281 Admirals Galley MN/R

i ’.lll. AL PAIY g '\-.."I.'Il'l. yvou will

see thar Plaunum Card has produced six
£100,000+ winners by five dilferent sires —
and the winners of over 52.9M in total.
From her 11 foals of racing age, she has
nine in 1:57: seven in 1:5% and four in 1:53
or faster. These statistics place her among
the elite of the sport’s broodmares.
Unfortunately for the breeders, the year

lings were not viewed by the buying pub-

ADMIRAL’S EXPRESS

lic as ‘fashionable” until Admirals
Express began making his headlines in
3201

Crne last item before we go. Just as the
SISTer of I|"|'||II'||.':- l.f..'u-.|-.r pre 'l.ll'-t'l-"-l- a cham
prn performer in 1|'|:' form ol .J'!.Lllllill.:ll'\
1 future
“The

SISTErS 1O

|: 3'|,|1r;_"\'\-, Wit can ('Y'|1L'L'| [y SCC
-.'|1.1|H|‘||--|‘. ar two trom the sisters to

The full

Admirals Express are only three and four

CGreyv  Gladiator”
vears-old as [ write this, so we will be
l.1..'_'_i|:||'|;_I | -.'.i!i||_ |_'||_'|-:|I'n., SECIng Ii:IL'i! I.Ir.:'
Spring.

Albada has never produced a foal. And
,.|."-;|1i|;.;' |1|_'i:|;_: a :i['.lL' '!-'-.ll'u._; 1T 'II'I\. r_|_-|,|1|'|'r I|"-1."~
Clairol
Browning Blue Chip in 2004, Captiva Cam

|"fl'|_1|,;.".'-.| her tirst toal |""'

has produced three foals — a Jet Laag hilly

T L.
EAEA -

(CF Cam) in and Admarals {'r.|||-;_1.

coles (Tropical Grey and Admirals Choice)

e TaTer]

n 2004 and 2005 respectively, Adrurals

Choice 18 listed as a bav, But CF Cam and

Tropical Grey are ... horses of a different
|_-:|II!I|.|‘.'.

.-"'ﬁall

=)




